
      
 

V2 final 20May 2021 

GUILDFORD WORKING GUNDOG CLUB 
STATEMENT REGARDING COVID-19 
WORKING TEST SEASON 2021/2022 

It is the intention of Guildford Working Gundog Club (“GWGC”) to hold 
Retriever Working Tests in the forthcoming season.  The Committee has 
reviewed the Kennel Club’s ‘Operational Plan for the Resumption of Working 
Tests’ and the relevant Government guidelines and have set out the following 
measures which will be implemented at all GWGC Working Tests. 

These measures are not exhaustive and will need to be reviewed in line with 
Government guidelines at the time of any trials. The Committee may at any 
point adapt these measures following the completion of a Working Test 
specific Risk Assessment or as necessary to meet updated Kennel Club 
advice and/or guidelines. Any such changes will be communicated in advance 
of any Working Test.  Government guidelines on social distancing, in force at 
the time of the Working Test, must be adhered to throughout the day. 

The Committee will prepare a Risk Assessment specific to each Working 
Test, which will be displayed along with GWGC’s public liability insurance 
documents.   

Whilst the health and safety of everyone attending our Working Test is 
of paramount importance and GWGC will do everything possible to 
ensure the adherence to social distancing and health and safety 
guidelines at its Working Tests, each individual who chooses to attend a 
Working Test has primary responsibility for his or her own health and 
wellbeing and must consider for themselves any risk factors relating to 
age or health or health of close contacts before entering the event. 

General 

• A COVID-19 Safety Officer will be appointed by the Committee for each 
Working Test. This person will be named on the card and is responsible for 
ensuring that the COVID-19 prevention procedures in place on the day of 
the test are maintained.  Any untoward incidents will be recorded in a 
COVID-19 log. 

• All attendees must provide their own face covering and hand sanitiser to 
use at appropriate times. 

• GWGC will compile a register of all expected attendees one week in 
advance of its Working Tests (“Attendee Register”). The Attendee Register 
will contain key contact information as required by the NHS Track and 
Trace programme and will be kept by the club for 21 days. 

• Spectators and other non-essential attendees will not be allowed to attend 
GWGC Working Tests this season, unless express permission has been 
obtained from the Working Test Secretary in advance.   



      
 

V2 final 20May 2021 

GUILDFORD WORKING GUNDOG CLUB 
STATEMENT REGARDING COVID-19 
WORKING TEST SEASON 2021/2022 

• Nobody may attend a Working Test if they reside in an area covered by a 
local lockdown imposed by the Government. 

• Everyone attending a Working Test must be aware that if they, or anyone in 
their household, have COVID-19 related symptoms or has tested positive 
for COVID-19 they must not attend the Working Test and should self-isolate 
in line with Government guidelines.  

• There will be no physical contact between anyone attending a Working 
Test. Appropriate social distancing will be required at all times. Competitors 
shall be limited to 20 in total on the day and shall be marshalled in 4 groups 
of 5 at all times. 

• Any individual not following Government guidelines, or who is deemed to 
be putting the wellbeing of others at risk by the appointed COVID-19 Safety 
Officer, will be asked to leave the Working Test immediately. 

• Reasonable efforts will be made to ensure there is enough space around 
parked vehicles to maintain social distancing.  Competitors shall be asked 
to park in predefined groups of 5 and shall maintain this grouping 
throughout the day. Please be patient and follow all guidance given by 
volunteers on the day. 

• GWGC will not provide any refreshments. All attendees are asked to 
provide their own refreshments. 

Competitors  

• GWGC will only accept entries via FTMS or via email if a scanned entry 
form is sent to the relevant Working Test Secretary. Payment of the 
administration fee and/or entry fee (as applicable) must be made in 
advance by FTMS or by payment directly to GWGC’s bank account by 
BACS. GWGC encourages members to sign up to FTMS. There will be no 
acceptance of cash or cheques on the day of the Working Test.  

• Competitors at Working Tests will be able to travel around the venue on 
foot. However, if for medical reasons, a competitor requires personal 
transport with support then this must be authorised by the Covid-19 Safety 
Officer.  

• Competitors will not be required to wear a face covering whilst handling a 
dog, but they should remain considerate when standing in close proximity 
to others. 

• The Working Test Secretary shall provide competitors numbers and these 
shall be pre-bagged 72hrs prior to the working test.  

• Competitors need to be aware that all communication, including the results 
of the draw, will be undertaken electronically via email.  Please ensure that 
GWGC and FTMS have a current email address. 
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• The Working Test Secretary will deliver certificates and trophies to award 
winners.  

Judges 

• Judge’s books and copies of the current J Regulations must be provided by 
the judge and only handled by them. If requested in advance, the Working 
Test Secretary can post a prepared judge’s book and copy of J Regulations 
to the judge. Any such request must be made in time to allow for 
preparation, posting and an appropriate quarantine period before opening.  

• Each judge must provide their own stationery (pencils etc), which should 
not be shared with their co-judges. 

• Face coverings should be worn during any conferring between the judges. 

• When handling dummies passed from a competitor, a face covering should 
be worn by the judge and the judge’s steward and should be undertaken at 
the maximum distance possible.  Hands must be sanitised between 
passing each dummy. Gloves may be worn but would need to be changed 
and safely discarded following the passing of each dummy to ensure no 
cross contamination. 

Officials and Helpers 

• All equipment used (dummies, dummy bags, guns, notebooks/clipboards, 
pencils etc) will be provided by the GWGC. Gloves must be worn and 
equipment must be thoroughly wiped down with antibacterial wipes before 
and after use.  

• When handling dummies passed from a competitor, a face covering should 
be worn by the judge and the judge’s steward and should be undertaken at 
the maximum distance possible.  Hands must be sanitised between 
passing each dummy. Gloves could be worn but would need to be changed 
and safely discarded following the passing of each dummy to ensure no 
cross contamination. 

• Stewards will be encouraged to bring their own radios where possible.  If 
not possible, radios must be handled when wearing gloves and thoroughly 
cleaned using antibacterial wipes at the start and the conclusion of the 
Working Test. Radios should not be swapped between users without being 
sanitised. Earpieces must not be worn unless these are the individual’s 
own. 

Guns 

• All starting pistols and cartridges shall be pre-bagged and provided by 
GWGC and must not be transferred between individuals. 


